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Key Considerations
How can we preserve “sacred” writing time 
while addressing all areas of our curriculum?

How can we address writing standards in 
other areas of the curriculum?

How can we make technology meaningful?

Focus Question:
If the best writing comes from our own 

experiences, how do we help students build the 
background knowledge they need to write 

across the curriculum?



Diary Tradition
Throughout history, people have been compelled by a sense of responsibility to 
keep a record for those who would follow them across the frontier, whether 

those be geographic, scientific, or creative frontiers.  In addition to maintaing a 
written record of their journey, writers also used diaries to record personal 

reflections and entertain themselves through the long evening hours.

Standards Addressed

4.3d Use concrete words 
and phrases and sensory 
details to convey experiences 
and events precisely.

4.3.2 Compare how and why 
people traveled to California 
in the 1850s.

4.4.3 Discuss immigration and 
migration to California in the 
1850s.

4.3b Use dialogue and 
description to develop 
experiences and events or 
show the response of 
characters to situations.

Common Core Writing Standards

Social Studies Standards

Mentor Texts
Moss, Marissa. Rachel’s Journal: The Story of a Pioneer Girl.

Knight, Amelia Stewart. The Way West: Journal of a Pioneer Woman.

Scholastic Dear America Series. My Name is America: The Journal of Augustus 
Pelletier.

*Note: In Grades 6-12, the Common Core contains 
reading and writing standards for Literacy in History/
Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects.



Oregon Trail DiarY
Journey Continues

You’ve been on the trail for many days now. After 
a long day, you hunker down next to the fire and 
begin to record your thoughts and experiences...

In your diary, write about ....
What you have had to do to survive.

What dangers and problems have you faced.

As you write, remember to...
imagine that your are there!
use sensory details (see, hear, taste, 
smell, touch)

include specific examples based 
on your Oregon Trail experience 
on the iPad

Sample Diary Assignment




